
  

 OFF THE AIROFF THE AIR
Please visit us online at www.Grantarc.net

   “Off The Air”
   is the official publication of the
Grant County Amateur Radio Club
               Vol 9, No.2, Feb 2025

     2023 Officers
President – Bob McFarland - AD9AW
      profbob9949@gmail.com
Vice President – Wayne Williamson – KC9QCJ
      kc9qcj@gmail.com
Secretary – L. B. Nickerson – K9NQW
      k9nqw1979@gmail.com
Treasurer – David Larson – KD9ZZB
      Awc1pastor@verizon.net
Trustee – Kevin McNeely – KB9CRA
      kb9cra@outlook.com

               Newsletter Editor 
L. B. Nickerson – K9NQW
      k9nqw1979@gmail.com
            http://www.grantarc.net
       Member – Indiana Radio Club Council

The GCARC is an ARRL affiliated club

             
                ARRL Indiana Section Staff:
Section Manager: Bob Burns - AK9R
Assistant Section Manager and Section Traffic Manager:
                 Brian Jenks – W9BGJ
Section Emergency Coordinator: James Moehring - KB9WWM
Assistant SEC: Brent Walls - N9BA
Assistant SEC: Tony Stokes - N9UN
State Government Liason – Dave Spoelstra - N9KT
Public Information Coordinator – Barry Palencer – KC9WMS
Section Youth Coordinator – Andrew Murrey – N9AWM
Technical Special Coordinator – Thomas Busch – WB8WOR
                             http:www.inarrl.org 
                     Section Jobs Description
               http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/org/ 

The American Radio Relay League
225 Main Street, Newington, CT 06111
       or phone (860)594-0200
         or fax (860)594-0303

What: 2 Meter Net 
When: Every Sunday Evening
Time: 2030 hrs Local Time
Freq: 146.790- (PL 141.3)
Alternate Freq.  147.195+ (PL 141.3)

What: DMR Net – Indiana Crossroads Net
When: Every Monday Night
Time: 2000 hrs Local Time
Freq: 442.750+ Talkgroups: 8710 and 31189

What:  DMR Net – Indiana Statewide Net
When: Every Tuesday Night
Time:   2000 hrs Local Time
Freq:   442.750+ Talkgroup 3118

What: Dstar Net – Indiana Statewide DStar    
          Net
When: Every Thursday Evening
Time: 2000 hrs Local Time
Freq: 443.400+ {(W9EBN) (Reflector 24b)}

Grant County ARC Nets
  
    



  

A Message from the Club's President



  

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR
     
     Our first meeting of 2025 was a success.  We were able to begin plans for an exciting
year ahead of us.  Our membership is increasing.  If any have not yet paid your 
membership/repeater fees, please do so asap.  Thank you in advance. (we might point
out that these fees are tax deductible and should you need a specific receipt just for tax
purposes, please cont me and it will be provided.)

     The truck is in the  process of being sold and we need to ask all who had a set of keys,
please return them to either myself or Bob.  We had it running, but the driver was afraid to 
drive it on the street after being parked so long.  So, we are actively looking for a large
tow truck to deliver it to the buyer.

     The second thing I want to talk about is Field Day and the FlyIn/CruiseIn.  Effective
immediately I am stepping down as coordinator of these two activities. I have been the
the coordinator for both of these activities for the past 5 years and I feel that it is time for
another member to take the reigns of these activities.  If you are interested in doing the 
job of coordinator please get in touch with me or Bob – AD9AW.

     With spring just around the corner, next month we will be touching on the subject of 
Jump kits and Go kits.  We will have recommended list for a 24 hour kit and a 72 hour kit.

L. B. Nickerson - K9NQW
Editor



  



  



  

02/18/2025 02/22/2025
Sponsor:  Anderson Repeater Club Sponsor:  Ft Wayne Radio Club
Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins Allowed) Time: 12:00 PM (No Walk-ins Allowed)
Contact: Stephen M. Riley                   Contact: James Kajder
(765) 425-4627                         (505) 228-3704
Email: wa9cwe@arrl.net   Email: testing@indyradioclub.org
VEC: ARRL/VEC             VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: Madison County EMA EOC   Location: Salvation Army EDS TRNG Fac
300 N. Delaware St     4020 Georgetown Rd
Anderson, IN 46016                             Indianapolis, IN 46254

  Register or Call Ahead

02/10/2025 02/17/2025
Sponsor: Whitley County Amateur Radio Club Sponsor: Whitley County Amateur Radio Club
Time: 8:30 PM (Walk-ins Allowed) Time: 8:00 PM (Walk-ins Allowed)                           
Contact: Roger L. McEntarfer Contact: Roger L. McEntarfer
(260) 503-9008 (260) 503-9008 
Email: rlmcen56@gmail.com Email: rlmcen56@gmail.com
VEC: W5YI VEC VEC: W5YI VEC                                 
Location: Virtual Location: Virtual
717 E 400 N 717 E 400 N              
Columbia City, IN 46725-8612 Columbia City, IN 46725-8612 

                
 
 
 
 

Due to the Coronavirus outbreak, please verify with your VE team 
that the exam session is being held. 



  

02/18/2025 02/22/2025
Sponsor:  Anderson Repeater Club Sponsor:  Ft Wayne Radio Club
Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins Allowed) Time: 12:00 PM (Walk-ins Allowed)
Contact: Stephen M. Riley                  Contact: Joshua J. Long
(765) 425-4627                         (260) 444-8009
Email: wa9cwe@arrl.net  Email: drjoshlong@gmail.com
VEC: ARRL/VEC            VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: Madison County EMA EOC Location: Indiana Tech, Cummingham 
300 N Delaware St Business Center
Anderson, IN 46016     1600 E Washington Blvd
Columbia City, IN 46725-8612                          Fort Wayne, IN 46803-1228

  

02/24/2025 02/24/2025
Sponsor: Marshall County Amateur Radio Club Sponsor: Whitley County ARC
Time: 8:30 PM (Walk-ins Allowed) Time: 8:03 PM (Walk-ins Allowed)           
Contact: Richard J. Basham Contact: Roger L. McEntarfer
(574) 216-6080 (260) 503-9008 
Email: rjbasham@yahoo.com Email: rlmcen56@gmail.com
VEC: W5YI VEC VEC: W5YI VEC                                 
Location: Cornerstone Church of Argos Location: Virtual
11525 State Road 10 717 E 400 N           
Argos, IN 46501-9519  Columbia City, IN 46725-8612

02/27/2025
Sponsor: Grant County ARC
Time: 5:00 PM (No Walk-ins Allowed)
Contact: Lynn B Nickerson
(765) 517-1581
Email: k9nqw1979@gmail.com
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: EMA Building
3921 Garthwaite Rd
Gas City, IN 46933-1155
Pre-register only, contact ahead
Website:  https://www.grantarc.net



  

          

02/08/25    02/22/25
Hendricks County Hamfest          LaPorte Cabin Fever Hamfest    
Start Date: 02/08/25    Start Date:  02/22/25  
End Date: 02/08/245    End Date:   02/22/25
Location:  Hendricks County 4H Fairgrounds    Location: LaPorte County Fairgrounds
                     and Conference Center    2581 State Road 2 West 
1900 E. Main Street    LaPorte, IN
Danville, IN 46122               Website: http://www.lpcarc.org 
Website:  http://n9hc.org                                                 Sponsor: Laporte County Amateur Radio Club 
Sponsor:  Hendricks County Amateur    Type: ARRL Convection 
                       Radio Society         Talk-In: 146.970
Type: ARRL Hamfest    Public Contact:  Rich Oberle - KC9DJP 
Talk-In: 147.015+ (PLL 88.5 CTCSS)    1978 E 500 S  
Public Contact: John Farmer - N9CQ          LaPorte, IN 46350  
4715 Mimosa Dr     Phone: (219-448-0090) 
Plainfield, IN 46168     Email: cabinfeverhamfest@gmail.com
Phone: (317) 308-0870      
Email:  HAMFEST@n9hc.org                 

     
     



  

  ContestingContesting

Below is a list for contesting.  This list is from the ARRL.org webpage

February 2025
Date: 10-14  School Club Roundup
Date: 15-16  International DX Contesting - CW                                      

Rules can be found at www.arrl.org/contest

Also for other contest that are available go to the above webpage and look under Contest Corral.

Special Event StationsSpecial Event Stations

Date Name of Special Event Webpage
02-05 Pluto Discovery Anniversary

     Special Event www.nadxa.com

02/08 USS Midway's final departure
   from Viet Nam in 1973 www.qrz.com/db/ni6iw

02/14 to Arizona Statehood Day SES
02/15 www.w7yrx.org/club-station

02/15 to Ice Station W0JH - Frozen
02/17   Minnesota Lake Portable www.Radioham.org

02/15 to K4US – George Washington's
02/16   Birthday at Mount Vernon mvarc.or.K4US@mvarc.org

More info on these Special Events Stations go to: 
http://www.arrl.org/special_events/

http://www.arrl.org/contest
http://www.arrl.org/special_events/


  

Special Event StationsSpecial Event Stations

Date Name of Special Event Webpage
02-16 to The White House Communications
02-18     Agency Amateur Radio Club

   Presidents Day 2025 Commemoration    
https://whitehousecomms-arc.org

02/17 to Celebrating Engineer's Week
02-21    at Collins Aerospace www.qrz.com/db/W0CXX

02/19 to Merci Train Boxcar Anniversary
02/24 www.qrz.com/db/NV7AL

02/21 to George Washington's Birthday
02/23 https://cbn.homestead.com/ws7g.html

02/22 21st Annual Freeze Your Keys   
   winter operating event w0mna74@gmail.com

02/22 Calvert High School STEM Expo k3cal.club

02/22 to Knights of Columbus 125th 
02/23   Anniversary of the Fourth Degree http:/www.NJ2KC.org

02/28 Beaver Valley ARA CW Roundup
https:/www.qrz.com/db/W3SGJ



  

Ham Radio Trader

This is a new section of the newsletter.  Items on this page are
for sale by hams.  The following rules will apply for items to 
be listed on this page.
1. All items must be Amateur Radio related 

Examples: Ham radio gear and computer items.
2. Ads must be submitted by the following deadlines.

For the July Newsletter – June 15th

     For the September Newsletter – August 15th

Ads must have the following information.  
Item description, picture of item in jpg form, selling price, 
and email of seller.

You can send your ad to k9nqw1979@gmail.com

For Sale
The club has 16 pages of ham equipment for sale.

The items are listed on the Grant County Amateur Radio Club's
webpage under Equipment For Sale.

Go to Grantarc.net to see the items for sale.
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